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NEWS RELEASE 

For immediate release 

Responsible Investment set to take off as millennials build wealth 

 
VANCOUVER, B.C., April 18, 2016—New research commissioned by OceanRock Investments Inc. shows 
that millennials are set to shake up Canada’s investment industry as they demand investment solutions 
that incorporate environmental, social and governance (ESG) criteria. 

The  research, based on data collected by Ipsos Reid from over 1,000 Canadian investors, demonstrates that 
millennial and women investors want their advisors to be knowledgeable about social and environmental trends, 
and to provide information about responsible investments. 

A report based on the research was published by the Responsible Investment Association (RIA). Called 
Millennials, Women, and the Future of Responsible Investing, it shows that 1 in 2 Canadian investors now believe 
it’s important to consider ESG issues when making investment decisions. Among millennials, that number jumps to 
66%. Similarly, 60% of all Canadian investors think responsible investing will become even more important in the 
next five years, with 82% of millennials holding that belief. 

It’s also noteworthy that while 57% of all Canadian investors think it’s important for their advisor to be 
knowledgeable about RI, that number is higher for women (62%) and even higher for millennials (67%). 

“The data highlight an opportunity for investment advisors to add even more value by educating themselves and 
their clients about responsible investing,” said Fred Pinto, Senior VP and Head of Wealth and Asset Management 
with Qtrade Financial Group and CEO of OceanRock Investments. “Advisors who are knowledgeable about 
Responsible Investment products and ESG issues are better positioned to attract millennials’ assets now and in 
the future, as that generation accumulates and inherits more wealth.” 

Pinto noted: “The findings also indicate an opportunity for advisors to better serve women. Women are more likely 
than men to indicate that they require more information about Responsible Investment, and more women believe 
it’s important for their advisor to be knowledgeable about RI. Advisors who take steps to inform their clients about 
RI are positioning themselves to see positive results.” 

Dustyn Lanz, the RIA’s Director of Communications and Member Affairs, said the data confirm what he sees and 
practices as a millennial working in the field of responsible investment. “There is a growing sense of urgency 
among my peers to ensure that our buying and investment decisions are catalyzing a world in which we want to 
live. By choosing responsible investments, your savings can contribute to a more sustainable climate and society,” 
he said. 

Other key findings: 

Millennials (67%) are far more likely than boomers (36%) to believe that companies with good social and 
environment practices are better long-term investments 

https://riacanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Millennials-Women-and-the-Future-of-RI-Final-1.pdf
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Millennials (75%) are more likely than boomers (47%) and Gen X (56%) to exit an investment because of 
objectionable corporate activity on social or environmental issues 

Among all Canadians, 63% of university grads believe it is important to consider ESG factors when making an 
investment decision, compared to 43% of those with a high school education 

The full report can be found here (PDF). 

About OceanRock Investments Inc. 

OceanRock Investments Inc. is one of Canada’s fastest-growing Investment management organizations, 
managing $1.4 billion on behalf of Canadian investors. OceanRock offers a comprehensive range of managed 
portfolio solutions and individual funds to meet the needs of individual and institutional investors. OceanRock is 
dedicated to offering disciplined, risk-controlled diversified investment solutions to Canadian individual and 
institutional investors and has a core commitment to Responsible Investing through its Meritas SRI Funds. 
OceanRock Investments Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Qtrade Financial Group, which is a member of 
Desjardins Group, Canada’s largest and the world’s fifth largest cooperative financial group. OceanRock is a 
Sustaining Member of the Responsible Investment Association. 

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund 
investments. Please read the prospectus before investing. Mutual funds are not guaranteed, their values change 
frequently and past performance may not be repeated. 

About the Responsible Investment Association 

The Responsible Investment Association (RIA) is Canada’s leader on Responsible Investment (RI). RI refers to the 
integration of environmental, social and governance (ESG) criteria into the selection and management of 
investments. We are a national, membership-based organization composed of financial institutions, mutual fund 
companies, investment firms, financial advisors, and various organizations and individuals who practice and 
support responsible investing. The RIA and its members strongly believe that RI is a valuable investment tool to 
enhance returns, reduce risk, and catalyze positive social change. 
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